The Shy Catholic: Explaining the Catholic Faith from Scripture,
Tradition and the Early Church Fathers
Talk 1] Why Be Christian, Why Be Catholic?
Why and how should we explain or defend the faith?
•1 Peter 3:15-16 but in your hearts reverence Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who calls you to
account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence; and keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are
abused, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.
–Love: (St Thomas Aquinas) desire good for another  and a pure intention.

Evidence for God

•Romans 1:20 Ever since the creation of the world His invisible nature, namely, His eternal power and deity, has been clearly
perceived in the things that have been made.
•CCC 286 The existence of God the Creator can be known with certainty through his works, by the light of human reason
•CCC 282 Catechesis on creation is of major importance. It concerns the very foundations of human and Christian life
•“Big Bang”???  even if there was [and I’m not saying there was or wasn’t!], WHAT banged? Where did it come from???
–Law of physics: cannot create matter from nothing!!!

Evolution
–Science has confirmed that the statistical probability of us evolving by chance, random mutations (i.e. atheistic Darwinian
Evolution) is essentially statistically impossible!!!
–mathematically, odds lower than 1 in 1050 considered statistically impossible
–some scientists estimate odds against chance evolution as high as 1 in 10950!
–Richard Dawkins: “So the sort of lucky event we are looking at could be so wildly improbable that the chances of its happening,
somewhere in the universe, could be as low as one in a billion billion billion in any one year. If it did happen on only one planet,
anywhere in the universe, that planet has to be our planet -because here we are talking about it. (Richard Dawkins, Climbing
Mount Improbable, W.W. Norton, New York, 1996, p. 283)
–“Irreducible complexity”: cell, ATP cycle, etc.
–Resources: “Darwin’s Little Black Box” by Michael Behe
“Defeating Darwinism” by Philip Johnson

Genesis, Creation and the Church

–“Intelligent Design” could reconcile God’s overseeing of Creation
–Pontifical Biblical Commission: Genesis creation account could be literal 6 days or figurative/symbolic period, the Church has
never specifically defined
•2 Peter 3:8 with the Lord 1 day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like 1 day
•Genesis 1: does teach certain truths that the Church has proclaimed for belief though:
–God created, He created everything from nothing, He created everything good, He created our first parents, Adam and Eve
[may be open to discussion how He did this], and immediately created/infused their souls [no evolution of soul and soul
doesn’t come from pre-existing matter], and their was a “fall”/original sin

Suffering and Evil
–Pope John Paul II: This world is a test
•Judith 8:24-28 “let us give thanks to the Lord… for putting us to the test as he did our ancestors. Recall how he dealt wit Abraham… how
he tested Isaac, and all that happened to Jacob… to try their hearts… the Lord chastises those who are close to him… to admonish them.”
•Hebrews 2:18 Because he himself was tested through what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested
•Psalm 11:5-7 The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked, hates those who love violence… The Lord is just and loves just deeds;
the upright will see his face.
•Deut 8:2-6that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart whether you would keep his commandments or
not…as a man disciplines his son your God disciplines you. So you shall keep the commandments…by walking in his ways…fearing him
•Col 1:24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the
sake of his body, that is, the church
•1 Peter 4:1-19 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same thought…
•1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice in so far as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice & be glad when his glory is revealed
•Rom 8:14-17 we are children of God… joint heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with him so… we may also be glorified with him.
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•Rom 8:18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
•2 Cor 4:16-18 Therefore, we are not discouraged… although our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by
day. For this momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to what
is seen but to what is unseen; for what is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal.
•2 Cor 4:8-11 We are afflicted in every way, but not constrained; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
manifested in our body. For we who live are constantly being given up to death for the sake of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. [also see Gal 2:19-20]
•Luke 9:23 And he said to all, “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.
•Heb 5:8-9 Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered
•1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice in so far as you share Christ’s sufferings
•James 1:24 Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you encounter various trials, for you know that the testing of your faith produces
perseverance. And let perseverance be perfect, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
•2 Corinthians 1:3-5 For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort
too.[a] 6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation

Evidence for Christianity: Miracles!!!

–Christianity: a faith like no other  MIRACLES!!! [plus extensive historical documentation]
–Every Saint declared today (not martyred)  has at least 2 medically documented miracles –hundreds of miracles!!!

Talk 2] How Can We Know With Certainty “ALL” Jesus Commanded?
Christian Unity: That the world may know that God sent His only Son
John 17:17-23 “As you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world. I pray not only for them, but also for those who will
believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that
the world may believe that you sent me. And I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in
them and you in me, that they may be brought to perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent me, and that you
loved them even as you loved me.”

Jesus Gives His Great Commission:
Matt 28:18-20 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe ALL that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.”

How can we know with certainty “ALL” Jesus commanded?

Jesus didn’t first command a Book to be written, He founded His Church!!!
–Jesus built His Church, gave it His truths and authority, and sent the Holy Spirit to guard and guide it and help faithfully pass on
His teachings, and promised to be with it always.
–"For it is through Christ's Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help toward salvation, that the fullness of the means of
salvation can be obtained.” (Unitatis Redintegratio 3:5, Decree On Ecumenism, Vatican II, see also CCC 816-847)
1. Revealed His truths to His Apostles/Church
2. Built His Church upon rock and promised it would never fall
3. Gave it His authority
4. Made provisions to pass on His teachings and authority
5. Sent the Holy Spirit to guard and guide the Church, protecting it from error
6. Promised he would be with it forever (Mat 28:20, John 14:16, 18)
-The Fullness of Truth is in the Catholic Church

Authority of the Church in Scripture and the Early Church Fathers
1. Jesus Revealed His truths to His Apostles/Church through Sacred Scripture and Sacred
Tradition (CCC 50-144)
–Divine Revelation, the Word of God, has 2 sources, oral and written:

a. The Church: Pillar & Foundation of Truth
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•1 Tim 3:15 the household of God which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth

•Eph 3:9-10 to bring to light for all what is the plan… so that the… wisdom of God might now be made known through the Church

b. Divine Revelation: Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture
i) Sacred [Oral] Tradition: The living transmission of the Gospel, preserved in the Church through the Apostles and their
successors (bishops), accomplished in the Holy Spirit (CCC 76, 77, 78, 81, 82, 95)
ii) Sacred Scripture: The speech of God put down in writing under the breath of the Holy Spirit CCC 81

c. Good Tradition (in Scripture) vs Bad “Traditions of men” (Mark 7:9)

•2 Thes 2:15 stand firm and hold to the traditions you were taught by us, whether by word of mouth or by letter
•1 Cor 11:2 I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions… as I have delivered them to you
•2 Thes 3:6 avoid those living not in accord with the tradition received from us

d. “Faith comes from what is heard” [Rom 10:17-18] -also see Acts 16:32, 2 Tim 1:13-14
•1 Thes 2:13 when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it
really is, the Word of God
•2 Cor 3:2-3 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on your hearts, to be known and read by all men; and you
show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of
stone but on tablets of human hearts.

2. Jesus, the Wisest Builder, Built His Church on Rock
a. Wise Builder: Mt 7:24-25 the wise builder builds his house on rock  house will NEVER fall
b. Jesus Builds His House, the Church, on Peter, the Rock
•Matthew 16:16-19 “And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the
netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” [see Rev 1:17-18 Jesus holds the keys, and gives to
Peter here]
•Isaiah 22:19-22 I will thrust you (Shebna) from your office... I will call my servant Eliakim… and I will clothe him with your robe,
and will bind your girdle on him, and will commit your authority to his hand; and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem
and the house of Judah. And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall
shut, and none shall open. (This happened centuries after King David died –i.e. this is an ongoing office that is constantly filled!)

c. A Perpetual Office in the Unending Davidic Kingdom (see Luke 1:32-33)
–in New Testament: this unending office of Davidic Kingdom  David’s office of Prime Minister  prefigures office of Pope in NT
•Acts 1:16-26 Peter… said, “My brothers, the scripture had to be fulfilled which the holy Spirit spoke beforehand through the mouth
of David, concerning Judas…: ‘May another take his office.’ (if Judas had an office that needed to be filled, how much more Peter’s!!)

d. Is Peter the “rock” of Matthew 16? ABSOLUTELY!!!
–in the Koine Greek of the NT, Petra/Petros are feminine/masculine forms of SAME word, both meaning “rock”, and NOT “big”
and “little” rock as some wrongly contend!!!
–Petros NEVER used to mean small stone in NT (lithos & psephos were commonly used to mean small stone, but NOT used here)
–“upon this rock”: grammatically “this rock” MUST be Peter, not Jesus’ or Peter’s “confession of faith” 2 verses earlier, as Peter is
closest noun [also context: “you” 8x’s -it’s all about Peter!!!] (see 1 Cor 2, Rev 21:14, Eph 2:20, John 1:42)
–John 1:42 “’So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas’ (which means Peter).” (see Gen 49:24)

e. Peter Appointed as First Pope
•Luke 22:31-32 Simon… Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and
when you have turned again, strengthen your brethren.
•John 21:15 “Do you love me more than these?… Yes, Lord”
•John 21:15-17 He [Jesus] said to him, “Feed my lambs…Tend my sheep… Feed my sheep.”
•Matt 10:2 Peter called “First”/”Protos” in list of Apostles (Greek “protos” gives primacy of order but Peter not 1st Apostle called!
•Peter heads lists of Apostles, Peter’s name mentioned 191 times; next is St John at about 40 times

f. Peter: Chosen by God to Lead
•Acts 15:7-12 After much debate had taken place, Peter got up and said… “from early days God made his choice among you, that by
my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the Gospel and believe… we believe that we shall be saved through the grace of
the Lord Jesus, just as they will. And all the assembly kept silence…
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•Acts 1:25-26
•Acts 2
•Acts 3:6-9
•Acts 5:15-16
•Acts 5
•Acts 9
•Acts 10
•Acts 15:6-12
•Gal 1:18-19
•1 Peter 5:13
•1 Peter, 2 Peter

instructs Apostles Judas’ office must be filled
first sermon and 3000 conversions
first healing
even Peter’s shadow heals the sick and drives out demons
first ecclesial punishment (Ananias & Saphira)
first raising from the dead
admits gentiles
silences first council with authoritative decision (NOT James, he addresses other matters)
Paul visits for 15 days with Peter, not others
Greetings from Babylon  Peter in Rome (also MUCH historic confirmation)
wrote two inerrant letters

3. Jesus gave His Church His authority –to baptize, forgive sins, heal, cast out demons
–see CCC 748-945 and 74-144 (especially CCC 81, 82 and 85)
•Luke 10:16 he who hears you hears Me
•Eph 2:19-20 you are fellow citizens with the holy ones and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone.
•Acts 15:28 It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us… [Church Councils speak with this authority]
•Mat 16:19 Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven
•Matt 18:18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.
•Mat 18:17 If he still doesn’t listen, tell it to the Church.
•John 17:17-18 . As you sent me into the world, so I sent them (the Apostles) into the world.
•John 20:21-23 As the Father has sent me, so I send you… Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,
whose sins you retain are retained.
•Mat 28:18-20 All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go make disciples… baptizing… teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you
•1 Peter 5:1-3 So I exhort the elders among you… Tend the flock of God that is your charge… not as domineering over those in
your charge but being examples to the flock.
•Mark 6:7,13 And he called the twelve, and sent them out… and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. And they cast out
many demons, and anointed with oil many that were sick and healed them.
•Mat 23: 1-3 (Authority of the Jewish Old Testament Church!!!) Jesus spoke… saying, “The scribes and Pharisees have taken their
seat on the chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example. For they
preach but they do not practice.”

a. Early Church Fathers: Peter, the Pope, and the Authority of the Church

-St Clement of Rome (80 AD, 4th bishop of Rome & 4th Pope) wrote a strongly authoritative letter of direction to the Church in
Corinth: “You, therefore, who laid the foundation of the rebellion, submit to the presbyters and be chastened to repentance, bending
your knees in a spirit of humility” and “If anyone disobey the things which have been said by Him through us, let them know that they
will involve themselves in transgressions and in no small danger… being obedient to the things we have written through the Holy
Spirit” (the Church at Corinth wrote to Clement to decide the problem for them, even though St. John the Apostle was still alive and living just down the road in Ephesus! Because Clement was the Pope!)
-St Cyprian (250 AD) “It is on him [Peter] that He [Jesus] builds the church, and to him that He entrusts the sheep to feed. And
although He assigns power to all the apostles, yet he founded a single chair, thus establishing by His own authority the source and
hallmark of the churches’ oneness. No doubt the others were all that Peter was, but a primacy is given to Peter and it is thus made
clear that there is but one church and one chair. …If a man does not hold fast to this oneness of Peter, does he imagine that he still
holds the faith? If he deserts the Chair of Peter upon whom the church was built, has he still confidence that he is in the church?”
-St Ignatius of Antioch ( 110 AD, taught by St John himself!!!) In the same way all should respect the deacons as they would
Jesus Christ, just as they respect the bishop as representing the Father and the priests as the council of God and the college of the
Apostles. Apart from these there is nothing that can be called a Church.
St. Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to Smyrnaeans (110 AD) See that you all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father,
and the presbytery as you would the apostles; and reverence the deacons, as being the institution of God. Let no man do anything
connected with the Church without the bishop. Let that be deemed a proper Eucharist, which is [administered] either by the bishop,
or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let the multitude [of the people] also be; even as,
wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church. It is not lawful without the bishop either to baptize or to celebrate a love-feast;
but whatsoever he shall approve of, that is also pleasing to God, so that everything that is done may be secure and valid.
-St. Irenaeus (≈ 190 AD): “Therefore it is necessary to obey the presbyters [Greek root for the English word, “priest”] who are in
the Church, -Those who, also have shown, possess the succession from the apostles; those who, together with the succession of the
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episcopate, have received the certain gift of truth, according to the good pleasure of the Father. But (it is also necessary) to hold in
suspicion others who depart from the primitive succession, and assemble themselves together in any place whatsoever.”
-St Augustine: would “not believe the Gospel except as moved by the authority of the Catholic Church”
-St. Jerome: In 375 AD, the great biblical scholar, St. Jerome, wrote to Pope Damassus: “I follow no one as leader except Christ
alone, and therefore I want to remain in union in the church with you, that is, with the chair of Peter. I know that on this rock the
church is founded... He that is joined to the chair of Peter is accepted by me” (Letter to Pope Damasus)
-St. Irenaeus ( 190 AD) “The blessed apostles, then having founded and built up the Church, committed into the hands of Linus the
office of the episcopate. Of this Linus, Paul makes mention in the Epistles to Timothy. To him succeeded Anacletus; and after him, in
the third place from the apostles, Clement was allotted the bishopric [of Rome]. This man, as he had seen the blessed apostles, and
had been conversant with them, might be said to have the preaching of the apostles still echoing (in his ears) and their traditions
before his eyes.... In the time of this Clement, no small dissension having occurred among the brethren at Corinth, the Church in Rome
dispatched a most powerful letter to the Corinthians, exhorting them to peace, renewing their faith, and declaring the tradition
which it had lately received from the apostles.”

4. Jesus made provisions to pass on His authority via Apostolic Succession

•See CCC 50-144, especially CCC 76, 77, 78, 81, 85, 86, 100
•Jesus instituted “Apostolic Succession” hands on the teachings and authority of Jesus and the Apostles (i.e. the fullness of the
Faith/Truth/Divine Revelation), in a living Sacred Tradition through the appointed successors of the Apostles, the Bishops,
guarded by the Holy Spirit (“hierarchy” ~Holy order)
•Every priest/bishop can trace his ordination back in an unbroken line to one of the Apostles

a. Apostolic Succession In Scripture:

•Acts 1:16-26 [Filling Judas’ office]: “His office let another take”… to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which
Judas turned aside
•Acts 14:23 They appointed presbyters [Greek root for English word, “priest”] for them in each church
•Titus 1:5 I left you in Crete so that you might appoint presbyters in every town, as I directed you
•1 Tim 3:1-7 If any one aspires to the office of bishop, he desires a noble task. Now a bishop must be above reproach, the husband
of one wife…
•1 Tim 4:14-16 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was conferred on you through the prophetic word with the imposition of
hands of the presbyterate” [St Paul speaking of Timothy’s ordination]
•Ephesians 2:20 the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles & prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone

b. Early Church Fathers and Apostolic Succession
-St. Irenaeus ( 190 AD) We are in a position to reckon up those who were by the apostles instituted bishops in the Churches, and
(to demonstrate) the succession of these men to our own times.
-St. Augustine (≈ 400 AD) “For, if the order of succession of bishops is to be considered, how much more surely, truly and safely do
we number them from Peter, to whom , as representing the whole Church, the Lord said: `Upon this rock I will build my church and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it` (Mt. l6:l8). For, to Peter succeeded Linus, Linus to Anacletus, Anacletus to Clement (of
Rome) etc....Siricius to Anastasius.” [he lists ALL the Popes only, from St. Peter to his own time]
-St. Irenaeus ( 190 AD) “…we shall confound all those… by pointing out here the successions of the bishops of the greatest and
most ancient Church known to all, founded and organized at Rome by the two most glorious Apostles, Peter and Paul, that Church
which has the tradition and the faith which comes down to us after having been announced to men by the Apostles. For with this
Church, because of its superior origin, all the Churches must agree, that is, all the faithful in the whole world; and it is in her
that the faithful everywhere have maintained the Apostolic tradition.”
-St.Clement of Rome ( 80 AD) “The Apostles received the Gospel for us from the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ was sent from God.
Christ, therefore is from God and the Apostles are from Christ. Both, accordingly, came in proper order by the will of God....
Preaching, accordingly, throughout the country and the cities, they appointed their first-fruits, after testing them by the Spirit, to be
bishops and deacons of those who should believe.”

5. Jesus sent Holy Spirit to protect the Church from error: “guard the truth” and “guide you
into all truth”
–the Holy Spirit Protects the Church from teaching doctrinal errors
–Vatican II: The Pope, the head of the college of bishops, is infallible, "when, as the supreme shepherd and teacher of all the faithful,
who confirms his brethren in their faith (cf. Lk. 22:32), by a definitive act he proclaims a doctrine of faith or morals." (Lumen
gentium, 25)
–Vatican Council I: The Pope teaches infallibly when, “exercising his office as pastor and teacher of all Christians he defines, by his
supreme apostolic authority, a doctrine of faith or morals which must be held by the universal Church.” (Pastor aeternus , First
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church of Christ, Chapter 4)
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a. Infallibility: a charism/gift of the Holy Spirit promised to Pope or Magisterium. When Pope teaches on faith and morals
under the following 4 conditions, he will not teach error:

b. 4 Requirements for an Infallible Declaration: :

1) Ex Cathedra –from the Chair of St Peter [officially in his office as Pope]
2) Clearly defining the doctrine to be believed,
3) On issues of faith and morals
4) On matters to be believed or held by the whole, universal Church

c. Infallibility/Protection from Error in Scripture:
•John 14:16-18 the Father… will give you another Advocate to be with you always… I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you
•John 14: 26 the Holy Spirit… will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
•John 15:15-17 the Father… will give you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth
•John 16:13 When the Spirit of truth comes he will guide you into all the truth… & he will declare to you the things that are to come
•2 Tim 1:13-14 Follow the pattern of the sound words which you have heard from me… guard the truth that has been entrusted to
you by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us.
•2 Tim 2:2 and what you have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
•Mat 28:20 And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.

d. Bind on Earth  Bound in Heaven!

•Jesus: “whatever you bind on earth will be bound in Heaven” (Mat 16:19 and Mat 18:18)
–Could an error be “bound”/taught on Earth that God would then be obliged to “bind” in Heaven? Holy Spirit would not allow it

e. Doctrinal Church Councils speak with the authority of the Holy Spirit!:

•Acts 15:28 It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us…
-Doctrinal Church Councils: such as Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15) are guided by/speak with the authority of the Holy Spirit

f. No Contradictions!!!: In 2000 years the Church has never contradicted itself in declaring infallible doctrines/dogmas unheard of if just a “human institution” (eg Pope Agapetus, Silverius, Vigilius story)

g. Infallibility of the Pope/Church in the Early Church Fathers
St Cyprian of Carthage (256 AD) “Would the heretics dare to come to the very seat of Peter whence apostolic faith is derived and
whither no errors can come?”
Pope Sixtus III (433 AD) “all know that to assent to [the Bishop of Rome’s] decision is to assent to St. Peter, who lives in his
successors and whose faith fails not.”
Leo I (the Great), pope from 440-461 A.D., provided decisive teaching about Jesus Christ that guided the bishops at Council of
Chalcedon in 451 -The bishops exclaimed: “Peter has spoken through Leo!”
St. Augustine (≈ 400 AD): “Rome has spoken, the dispute is ended.”

h. Difficulties?
-Doctrines/Dogmas (unchangeable) vs Disciplines (changeable)
-Late dating of doctrines? -based on date of declaration and NOT when they were believed

i. Sexual Abuse Scandals

–We are greatly sorrowed when these things happen to anyone, and this is NOT meant to excuse things or condone
–Personal sin is involved here, and not the infallibility of the Church (Magisterium) or the Papacy
•Mat 23: 1-3 (Authority of the Jewish Old Testament Church!!!) Jesus spoke… saying, “The scribes and Pharisees have taken their
seat on the chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example. For they
preach but they do not practice.”
–Jesus picks 12, one is Judas  we should expect the same
•Mat 13:24-30 (Weeds and Wheat)“The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good seed in his field. While
everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds* all through the wheat, and then went off... Where have the weeds come
from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ His slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ He replied, ‘No, if you
pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat along with them. Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest time I will say
to the harvesters, “First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into my barn.”’
–less than .5% involved (i.e. 1 in 200)  and VERY few of these are “pedophiles”
–MUCH more common among Protestant denominations  according to Protestant research!!!
-See Christian Ministry Resource’s 9 year U.S. study
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Celibacy NOT the Issue!!!

–less than 0.5% involved, and VERY few of these were “pedophiles”, involving children
•see Catholic Answers’ published report on www.Catholic.com
–Sexual abuse is MUCH more common among non-celibates i.e. this is NOT a celibacy issue!!!
–Celibacy NOT the issue according to secular research also:
–“Pedophiles and Priests”, by Philip Jenkins (a Protestant researcher!): secular research shows celibacy is not the issue!!!
–Charol Shakeshaft, researcher of 2004 study prepared for the U.S. Department of Education:
"the physical sexual abuse of students in schools is likely more than 100 times the abuse by priests.”
–Jesus calls for it!!!:
•Mat 19:12 Some are incapable of marriage because they were born so; some, because they were made so by others; some,
because they have renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Whoever can accept this ought to accept it.
–St Paul Endorses it!!!:
1 Cor 7:7,38 I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own special gift from God…. he who marries his betrothed
does well; and he who refrains from marriage will do better.
–Note that St Paul refers to celibacy here as a “gift”!

Celibacy: Can Priests be Married?

-Potentially yes –changeable discipline not a doctrine in Roman/other Rites [eg Byzantine Rite priests can marry before ordained
-Discipline of Priestly Celibacy -Jesus recommends priestly celibacy, as does St Paul (see Mat 19:12, 1 Cor 7:7,38)
•Mark 12:24-25 Jesus said to them, “When they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but they are like
the angels in heaven.”
1 Cor 7:32-33 “I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the
Lord; but the married man is anxious about worldly affairs, how to please his wife”

6. The Bible Alone (Sola Scriptura) or the Bible AND the Church???
–see CCC 74-85 (especially 82, 81, 120, 85, 100, & 86)
–teaches that the Bible is sole rule of faith, and everything to be believed is in the Bible alone
•2 Peter 1:20 Know this first of all, that there is no prophecy of scripture that is a matter of personal interpretation

a. The Church is the Pillar and Foundation of Truth NOT the Bible Alone!!!
•1 Tim 3:15 the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth.
•Eph 3:9-10 to bring to light for all… the plan… so that the… wisdom of God might now be made known through the Church

b. Sola Scriptura: Unscriptural, Unhistorical and Unreasonable!!!
1) Unscriptural: Sola Scriptura NOT Scriptural Itself!
-this doctrine is UNSCRIPTURAL itself and is not found in Scripture!
•2 Tim 3:16 does not teach Scripture “ALONE”: All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching… for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete [see below for other things that make us “complete” or “perfect”], equipped
for every good work.
-“all” NOT only: this verse says ”all Scripture is useful/profitable”, and NOT “only Scripture”
-context: it is referring to the Old Testament (the Scriptures of Timothy’s youth)
•James 1:24 Consider it all joy… when you encounter various trials, for you know that the testing of your faith
produces perseverance… let perseverance be perfect so that you may be perfect and complete lacking in nothing
•1 John 2:3-6 And by this we may be sure that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He who says “I know
him” but disobeys his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps his word, in him truly
love for God is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are in him: he who says he abides in him ought to walk in
the same way in which he walked.
2) 2 Thes 2:15: NOT “Scripture Alone”, but Oral/Sacred Tradition Too!!!
•2 Thes 2:15 stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by letter
–this and several other verses (e.g. 2 Thes 3:6, 1 Cor 11:1-2 and more ) testify that the WORD of God has a SPOKEN/ORAL
component that must be adhered to as well
•1 John 2:3-5, 24-27 Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you. If what you heard from the beginning remains in
you then you will remain in the Son and in the Father… The anointing that you received from him remains in you… remain in him.
3) no inspired table of contents (Canon) in Scripture:
–so we can’t know which books belong in the Bible from Scripture Alone!!!
–This difficulty is insurmountable & itself invalidates “Sola Scriptura”
–the Catholic Church determined Books of the Bible: in late 300’s through Councils like Acts 15, guided by the Holy Spirit the Bible is from the Church and Sacred Tradition!
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4) Unhistorical: No finalized Bible until the late 300’s!!!
–the Early Church didn’t even have all books of the Bible for the 1st 50 years (they weren’t all written yet!), and it didn’t
declare which books were inspired/included in Bible until late 300’s
–CCC 120: Catholic Church discerned Books of Bible by Sacred Tradition
5) Unreasonable:
–no printing presses until 1400’s  Bibles were extremely expensive and few had them
–most could not read anyways
6) Bible NOT a complete instruction manual
-many doctrines not clear eg. baptism, infant baptism, justification, loss of salvation, Trinity, Divinity of Jesus and much more
7) Sola Scriptura never “Sola”  always an interpreter
–an inerrant (without error) book must have infallible interpreter to interpret infallibly: individual or Pope?
8) The fruit of Sola Scriptura is utter disunity: it doesn’t work!!!
–it is the source of massive disunity [see Jesus’ prayer for perfect Christian unity in John 17:17-23]
–if 1 Scripture  1 Holy Spirit  1 Truth  why 30,000+ denominations and contradictory interpretations of Scripture?
–Sola Scriptura doesn’t work and IS NOT what Jesus intended! He built His Church and sent the Holy Spirit to guide it “into all
truth”!!!
–Martin Luther: “there are as many beliefs as heads”
•John 17:22-23 “that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and thou in me, that they may become perfectly one, so
that the world may know that thou hast sent me and hast loved them even as thou hast loved me.”

c. “Faith Comes From What is Heard” (Rom 10:17 )

–God’s Word is BOTH spoken (Sacred Tradition) AND written (Sacred Scripture):
•Rom 10:17 So faith comes from what is heard
•2 Tim 1:13-14 Follow the pattern of the sound words which you have heard from me… guard the truth that has been entrusted to
you by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us.
•2 Tim 2:2 what you have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others
•1 Thes 2:13 when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it
really is, the Word of God
•2 Cor 3:2-3 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on your hearts, to be known and read by all men; and you
show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of
stone but on tablets of human hearts.
•Phil 4:9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do
•Gal 1:8 if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you, let him be accursed.

7. Canon of Scripture

a. How Do We Know Which Books are in the Bible?
-No inspired “Table of Contents” in Scripture to tell us which books belong in the Bible
-Church councils guided by Holy Spirit (≈393 AD and later, similar to “Council of Jerusalem” in Acts 15:28), decided Canon and
determined books of Bible
-CCC 120: Catholic Church discerned books of Bible by Sacred Tradition
b. Old Testament Canon – Why do Catholics, Protestants and others Differ?
–first 1500 years every Bible contained all 46 Books of Catholic O.T. and 27 NT Books (73 Total)
–Catholic Bible Includes the 7 Books of the Deuterocanon: 1 & 2 Maccabees, Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus (Sirach), Baruch, Judith &
Tobit (and parts of Daniel & Esther)
-Protestants only have 39 OT Books
c. Catholic Old Testament was the OT most used by the writers of the NT, Jesus and the Apostles!!!
–about 300 of 350 O.T. quotes (almost 90%!!!) used in NT are from the Greek OT (called Septuagint), not the Hebrew/Jewish OT
 i.e. Jesus, the Apostles and the writers of the N.T. mainly used the Greek O.T. (Septuagint) = the Catholic Old Testament
–Septuagint contains ALL 46 books found in Catholic O.T.!!!
d. Why Were 7 Books of Bible Dropped at Reformation?
–Luther adopted later Jewish Canon that was determined well after 100 AD to get rid of 2 Maccabees  but Jews had rejected
Jesus, were persecuting the Church, martyring Christians and no longer made authoritative decisions for the N.T. Church!!!
e. Did Jews Have a Fixed Canon at the Time of Jesus?
–NO! - no Jewish document of pre-Christian era gives O.T. canon
–Josephus: only 22 books ~70 AD; Philo: only 18 books ; High Priests/Sadducees: only 5 books! (Pentateuch)
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8. Examples of Doctrines in Common at the Reformation!!!

–Perpetual Virginity of Blessed Mother, Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, Mary Mother of God, Contraception, N.T.

Talk 3] Salvation: How do we get to Heaven?
–We are saved by the Grace of God  See the Catechism (CCC 1987-2029)
•Acts 15:11 ” we believe that we shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus”
•Eph 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved
•through faith working in love [Gal 5:6]  but ALL by God’s freely given Grace!
Baptism
•Mark 16:16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. (also see Acts 2:3839, John 3:3-5)
•1 Peter 3:20-21 the building of the ark, in which a few persons, eight in all, were saved through water. This prefigured baptism,
which saves you now.
-Are Catholics Born Again? YES!!! In Baptism!
•John 3:3-5 Jesus answered "Amen, amen, I say to you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above [“born
again”]. How can a person once grown old be born again? Surely he cannot reenter his mother's womb and be born again, can he?"
Jesus answered, "Amen, amen, I say to you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.”
•Gal 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
•Titus 3:5-7 He saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that we might be
justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life.
•Acts 19:2-3 he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”… they said, “No, we have never even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism.”
•Acts 22:16 “why do you wait? Rise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on his name” [St Paul’s conversion]
•Acts 5:32-33 God exalted him at his right hand* as leader and savior to grant Israel repentance and forgiveness of sins. We are
witnesses of these things, as is the holy Spirit that God has given to those who obey him.”
•Ezekiel 36:25-27 I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I
will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will take out of your flesh the heart of stone
and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to observe my
ordinances. [Baptism can be by sprinkling or immersion]
-Baptism of John [symbolic, repentance] vs Baptism of Jesus (Trinity given, Sanctifying Grace)
The Early Church Fathers on Baptism
–Every Church Father that has ever written on John 3:3-5 unwaveringly understood it to refer to baptism
•St. Justin Martyr (151 AD): “Whoever believes… what they are taught… by us is the truth… are led by us to a place where there is
water, and they are reborn in the same kind of rebirth in which we ourselves were reborn: ‘In the name of God, the Lord and Father of
all, and of our Savior Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit,’ they receive the washing of water. For Christ said, ‘Unless you be reborn, you
shall not enter the kingdom of heaven’" (First Apology 61:14–17 [A.D. 151])
•St. Irenaeus (190 AD): “For as we are lepers in sin, we are made clean, by means of the sacred water and the invocation of the
Lord… being spiritually regenerated as newborn babes, even as the Lord has declared: ‘Except a man be born again through water
and the Spirit, he shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven’" (Fragment 34)
Infant Baptism
•Acts 2:38-39 Peter (said) to them, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins; and you will receive the gift of the holy Spirit. For the promise is made to you and to your children
•Mk 10:14 People were bringing even infants [Greek=infants] to him that he might touch them… Jesus, however, called the
children to himself and said, "Let the children come to me, do not prevent them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
•1 Cor 1:16 and Acts 16:15,33 Baptism of whole households
Infant Baptism and the Faith of Parents
•Luke 11:11-13 What father among you would hand his son a snake when he asks for a fish?... If you then, who are wicked, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father in heaven give the holy Spirit to those who ask him?”
•1 Cor 7:14 For the unbelieving husband is made holy through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy through the brother.
Otherwise your children would be unclean, whereas in fact they are holy.
St Paul teaches Baptism Replaces Circumcision as Entrance to NEW COVENANT
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•Col 2:11-12 In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not administered by hand, by stripping off the carnal body, with
the circumcision of Christ. You were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the power of
God, who raised him from the dead.
-Jews circumcised infants/brought them into the Covenant on 8th day based on faith of parents as we do in Christian baptism
-Council of Carthage [252 AD] ruled baptize as soon as possible, and not even wait until 8th day!
Early Church Fathers on Infant Baptism
•Irenaeus: He [Jesus] came to save all through himself; all, I say, who through him are reborn in God: infants, and children, and
youths, and old men. Therefore he passed through every age, becoming an infant for infants, sanctifying infants; a child for children,
sanctifying those who are of that age (Against Heresies 2:22:4 [A.D. 189])
•Hippolytus: "Baptize first the children, and if they can speak for themselves let them do so. Otherwise, let their parents or other
relatives speak for them" (The Apostolic Tradition 21:16 [A.D. 215])
•Origen: Every soul that is born into flesh is soiled by… sin. . . . In the Church, baptism is given for the remission of sins, and, according
to the usage of the Church, baptism is given even to infants. If there were nothing in infants which required the remission of sins and
nothing in them pertinent to forgiveness, the grace of baptism would seem superfluous" (Homilies on Leviticus 8:3 [A.D. 248]).
•Origen: "The Church received from the apostles the tradition of giving baptism even to infants. The apostles, to whom were
committed the secrets of the divine sacraments, knew there are in everyone innate strains of [original] sin, which must be washed
away through water and the Spirit" (Commentaries on Romans 5:9 [A.D. 248]).
•Gregory of Nazianz: "Do you have an infant child? Allow sin no opportunity; rather, let the infant be sanctified from childhood.
From his most tender age let him be consecrated by the Spirit. (Oration on Holy Baptism 40:7 [A.D. 388])
•John Chrysostom: "You see how many are the benefits of baptism… For this reason we baptize even infants, though they are not
defiled by [personal] sins, so that there may be given to them holiness, righteousness, adoption, inheritance, brotherhood with Christ,
and that they may be his [Christ’s] members" (Baptismal Catecheses in Augustine, Against Julian 1:6:21 [A.D. 388]).
•Augustine: "The custom of Mother Church in baptizing infants is certainly not to be scorned, nor is it to be regarded in any way as
superfluous, nor is it to be believed that its tradition is anything except apostolic" (The Literal Interpretation of Genesis 10:23:39 [A.D. 408]).
Faith Alone?
•Rom 3:28 For we hold that a man is justified by faith apart from works of law
-Martin Luther added the word ‘alone’ [sola] after the word, ”faith”, in this verse of Scripture!!!
•Gal 2:16 know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ
Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified.
Works of the Law vs Good Works
–“Works of the LAW”= circumcision and 613 Ceremonial Mosaic Laws, NOT the 10 Commandments –Judaizers
–Good Works = charitable works/obedience to God’s will inspired by God’s Grace, but done through our own free will responding
to this Grace, and done in a state of Grace [see Rom 2:28-29 spiritual circumcision of heart, good works, NOT works of the law]
•Romans 6:14-15: you are not under the law but under grace
Letters to Romans and Galatians in context!
•Rom 2:6-10 God, who will repay everyone according to his works: eternal life to those who seek… immortality through
perseverance in good works, but wrath and fury to those who selfishly disobey the truth and obey wickedness.
•Gal 5:6, 14 For in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love…
For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Not By “Faith Alone”, but by Faith AND “Good Works”!!!
-ONE place in all of Scripture where the words “faith “ and “alone” are used together –and it’s NOT Romans 3:28
•James 2:24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.
•James 2:26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith apart from works is dead.
•James 2:14,17-18 What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has not works? Can his faith save him? So faith by
itself, if it has no works, is dead.
•James 2:19 you believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder.
There MUST be an element of love to Faith for it to save us
•1 Cor 13:2,13 if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing… So faith, hope, love abide, these three;
but the greatest of these is love.
•Romans 13:8-10 love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery… kill… steal… covet,” … are summed up in this saying, [namely] “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no evil
to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.
•Love is an act of the will  it is an action by it’s very nature
•Love desires good for another (St Thomas Aquinas)
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Love of God
•John 14:21 He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me; and he who loves me will be loved by my Father,
and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” (see Matt 19:16-17 below)
•1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.
•John 15:9-10 abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love
•2 John 1:6 For this is love, that we walk according to his commandments
1 John 3:23-24 His commandment is this: we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another just as he
commanded us. Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them
Faith and Love and Obedience
•John 3:36 He who believes in the Son has eternal life; he who does not obey the Son shall not see life (i.e. believing is not enough,
we must obey too)
•Acts 5:32 “the holy Spirit that God has given to those who obey him. (i.e. NOT just “faith alone”, but obedience is also necessary
to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit)
•1 John 2:3-6 And by this we may be sure that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He who says "I know him" but disobeys
his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps his word, in him truly love for God is perfected.
•Gen 26:3-5 I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven… and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall bless
themselves: because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept… my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”
“God Works”
•Eph 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God- not because of
works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them. (see 2 John 1:6 For this is love, that we walk according to his commandments)
•Phil 2:12-13 my beloved, obedient as you have always been… work out your salvation with fear and trembling. For God is the one
who, for his good purpose, works in you both to desire and to work.
•1 Cor 3:7-9 neither he who plants nor… waters is anything but only God who gives the growth… For we are God’s fellow workers
•1 Cor 12:4-6 there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all
of them in everyone.
Good/”God works” by GOD’S GRACE
•1 Cor 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder
than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God which is with me.
What Does Jesus Say?
•Matt 19:16-17 And behold, one came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do, to have eternal life?” And he said to
him, “… If you would enter life, keep the commandments.”
•John 14:21 He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me; and he who loves me will be loved by my Father,
and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”
We Will Be Judged By and Rewarded For Our Works
• Rom 2:6-10 For he will render to every man according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and
honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are factious and do not obey the truth, but obey wickedness, there
will be wrath and fury…
•John 5:29 and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
judgment [also Rev 22:12, Mat 25: The Sheep and Goats, ALL believe!]
•Rev 22:12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense, to repay every one for what he has done. (see Rev 20:12-13)
•2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive recompense, according to what
he did in the body, whether good or evil.
•Matt 25:32-46 (the sheep and goats) and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left… as you did it to one of
the least of these my brethren, you did it to me’… Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels… And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.” (note: both groups are believers, but only those who do Good Works are saved)
•Matt 5:20 unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven
Righteousness Desired for Us by God
•Matt 5:48 You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
•Heb 12:14 Strive for peace with all men, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
•1 Thes 5:23 May the God of peace himself make you perfectly holy and may you entirely -spirit, soul, and body -be preserved
blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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What about Romans 10 and similar verses?
•Romans 10:9-10 if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
•Romans 10:3-8 For, in their {the OT Jews} unawareness of the righteousness that comes from God and their attempt to establish
their own [righteousness], they did not submit to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for the justification of
everyone who has faith. Moses writes about the righteousness that comes from [the] law, “The one who does these things will live by
them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will go up into heaven?’ (that is, to bring
Christ down)...” But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”.
•1 John 3:18-24 let us love not in word or speech but in deed & truth... His commandment is this: we should believe in the name of
His Son Jesus Christ and love one another just as He commanded us. Those who keep his commandments remain in Him & He in them
Assurance of Salvation?
–No! This judgment is reserved for God alone
•1 Cor 4:3-5 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. I do not even judge myself. I
am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce
judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the
purposes of the heart. Then every man will receive his commendation from God.
•2 Peter 2:20-21 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would have
been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy
commandment delivered to them
•Heb 6:4-6 For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly
gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to
come, if they then commit apostasy, since they crucify the Son of God on their own account and hold him up to contempt.
•Matt 25 Sheep & Goats: all believe, but only sheep go to heaven
•Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says “Lord, Lord” will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of my Father
•Luke 8:13 And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe
for a while and in time of temptation fall away.
•1 Corinthians 6:9-10 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither the
immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers will
inherit the kingdom of God.
•Gal 5:18-21 Now the works of the flesh are plain: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy,
anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those
who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
•1 Cor 15:1-2 Now I am reminding you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you indeed received and in which you also
stand. 2Through it you are also being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.
Mortal Sin?
•1 John 5:16 If any one sees his brother committing what is not a mortal sin, he will ask, and God will give him life for those whose
sin is not mortal. There is sin which is mortal; I do not say that one is to pray for that. (Confession: Jn:20:21-23, 2 Cor 5:18-21)
Purgatory
•Rev 21:27 nothing unclean shall enter Heaven
-CCC 1030 All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but
after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.
-CCC 1031 The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the punishment
of the damned.
-Eternal and Temporal Punishment?: “Every sin, even venial, entails an unhealthy attachment to creatures, which must be
purified either here on earth, or after death in the state called Purgatory. This purification frees one from what is called the 'temporal
punishment' of sin. These two punishments must not be conceived of as a kind of vengeance inflicted by God… but as following from
the very nature of sin.” (CCC 1472)
-CCC 1473:"The forgiveness of sin and restoration of communion with God entail the remission of the eternal punishment of sin, but
temporal punishment of sin remains…the Christian must strive to accept this temporal punishment of sin as a grace.-see Indulgences
•Heb 12:22-23 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels
in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who is God of all, and to the spirits
of just men made perfect
•1 Cor 3:10-17 For no other foundation can any one lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw-- each man's work will become manifest; for the Day will disclose it,
because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work which any man has built on
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the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved,
but only as through fire.
A Third Place -Not Heaven, and Not Hell!!!
•1 Peter 4:6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to the dead, that though judged in the flesh like men, they might live in the
spirit like God. ( a 3rd place!!! )
•1 Peter 3:18-20 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put
to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit; in which he went and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly did not obey,
when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 8 persons, were saved through
water. ( a 3rd place!!! )
•Luke 16:22-23, 27-28 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was
buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he said, ‘Then I
beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house, for I have 5 brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of
torment.’( a 3rd place!!! )
Prayers for the Dead
•1 Tim 2:1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all men
•2 Mac 12:44-46 He also took up a collection and sent it to Jerusalem to provide for a sin offering. In doing this he acted very well
and honorably, taking account of the resurrection. For if he were not expecting that those who had fallen would rise again, it would
have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he was looking to the splendid reward that is laid up for those who fall
asleep in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Therefore he made atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered
from their sin.
•Heb 11:39-40 And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen
something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect
Indulgences
-CCC 1471: a remission before God of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven
-done through the Church’s power of binding and loosing given to her by Jesus, the Church distributes the treasury of merits of
Jesus and the Saints and obtains from the Father of mercies, the remission of temporal punishment due for sins [CCC 1478]
•Mat 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” [also Mat 18:18]
•2 Sam 12:13-14 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away
your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child that is born to you shall die.”

TALK 4] The Eucharist: The REAL Presence, Not Just a Symbol
Miracles!!!
•Todah: Jewish thank offering involving bread, wine & shared meal with God
•Rabbinic writings testified that this is the only offering that would remain after the coming of the Messiah
•Temple thread stays red for 40 years [30AD to 70AD]:
–Jerusalem Talmud: ”40 years before the destruction of the Temple, the western light went out, the crimson thread remained
crimson, and the lot for the Lord always came up in the left hand." (Jacob Neusner, The Yerushalmi, p.156-157; also Yoma 39b]
The Big Picture: A broken Covenant -What Is God’s Plan?
•Deut 30:19 “I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life…”
•Sirach 15:14-17 God in the beginning… made them subject to their own free choice. If you choose, you can keep the
commandments… Set before you are fire and water; to whatever you choose, stretch out your hand. Before everyone are life and
death, whichever they choose will be given them.
•Gen 22 “I swear by my very self… because you acted as you did… I will bless you and make your descendants as countless as the
stars… and in your descendants all the nations of the earth will find blessing, because you obeyed my command.”
•Hebrews 11:17-19 By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was ready to
offer his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac descendants shall bear your name.” He reasoned that God was able to raise
even from the dead
•“No Greater Love”: John 3:16 God so loved the world, He sent His only Son
•1 John 4:10 In this is love… that He loved us and sent His Son as expiation for our sins.
•John 15:13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
•Heb 7:17 Jesus is “a priest forever according to the order of Malchizedek” (a priest offers sacrifice)
•Gen 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of God Most High.
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•Heb 9:24 For Christ did not enter into a sanctuary made by hands… but heaven itself, that he might NOW appear before God on
our behalf -i.e. this is going on NOW and without end!!!
•Rev 5:6 “Then I saw standing in the midst of the throne… a Lamb [Jesus] that seemed to have been slain.”
The Real Presence: “This IS My Body”
• Luke 22:17-20 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after supper, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the
new covenant in my blood.” [also Mat 26:26-30]
-“this IS my body”, not a symbol of my body
–Every Church Father that wrote on this believed in the Real Presence, NOT ONE wrote against it! [see Martin Luther quote below]
-Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; It shall not return to me empty, but shall do what pleases
me, achieving the end for which I sent it.
- anamnesis: “in remembrance” = anamnesis in Greek  to literally make present
John 6 Context: “What sign do you do?”
–Manna miracle/million+ fed  5 loaves 2 fish miracle/5000 fed (i.e. a “smaller miracle”?)
-John 6:30 “What sign can you do, that we may see and believe in you? Our ancestors ate manna in the desert…
–A greater NT fulfillment expected? YES!!!
- John 6:30-34 Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they died… I am the living bread that came down from heaven;
whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.”
- Billions will eat his Body and Blood and live forever!
John 6: “Whoever Eats My Flesh” -13x!!!
•John 6:47-58 Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life… this is the bread that comes down
from heaven so that one may eat it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live
forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world… "Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and
I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my
blood remains in me and I in him. Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on
me will have life because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven… whoever eats this bread will live forever.”
-Jews and Jesus clearly understand each other, but Jesus does not say He is speaking symbolically
- using very graphic Greek words like “sarx”, which means physical flesh, and “trogon”, that literally means to gnaw or chew
-many leave, they take him literally: ”This is a hard saying; who can listen to it” -He let’s them go because He IS speaking literally
-Peter’s understanding of John 6: “You have the words of everlasting life!”
Martin Luther: Believed in the Real Presence in the Eucharist!!!
Martin Luther: “Who but the devil, hath granted such a license of wresting the words of the holy Scripture? Who ever read in the
Scriptures, that “my body” is the same as “this is a sign of my body”? Or, that “is” is the same as “it signifies”? What language in the
world ever spoke so? It is only then the devil, that imposeth upon us by these fanatical men.... Not one of the Fathers, though so
numerous… ever said, “It is only bread and wine”; or,” the body and blood of Christ is not there present”. Surely it is not credible… that
they should never (if they thought so)… let slip these words: “It is bread only” or “ the body of Christ is not there”, especially it being of
great importance, that men should not be deceived. Certainly in so many Fathers, and in so many writings, the negative might at least
be found in one of them had they thought the body and blood of Christ were not really present: but they are all of them unanimous.”
(Luther’s Collected Works, no. 7, p 39l)
St. Paul on the Eucharist
•1 Cor 11:27-30 (Last Supper) Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a man examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For any
one who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself. That is why many of you are weak and
ill, and some have died. (see also 1 Cor 10:14-17 and 1 Cor 11:23-27)
-profaning Body & Blood (both species present in either body or blood)
-if not discern Body  drink judgment on self and if receiving unworthily  sick & dying!!! this is not just symbolism!
Real Presence VS Symbol: Other Food Symbolism in Gospels Clearly Explained
•Matt 16:11-12 “How is it that you fail to perceive that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.” Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.” (also see John 4:31-34)
–Not the language of symbolism  eat body/drink blood = persecute/kill in symbolism of Jesus’ time
–Peter’s understanding of Jesus’ words in John 6: Jn 6:68 “You have the words of eternal life”
–epiousios [Greek]: a neologism -new word used for the very 1st time in history right here:
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•Mat 6:11 “Give us this day our daily [epiousios, Greek] bread”  (“epi” = super, above + “ousios” = substance, nature)
-St Jerome’s translation in the Latin Vulgate: “Give us this day our supersubstantial bread”
•Luke 24:30-35 Emmaus  Jesus recognized in the “breaking of the bread” (the early Church’s term for the Eucharist)
- Why Do the “Appearances” remain?: The Test of Faith in the Eucharist
Spirit and Life
•John 6:63 “It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail; the words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.”
–in John 6:63, “spirit and life” do not indicate a symbolic interpretation of John 6, but one understandable only by the spirit-filled
person and NOT by the ”fleshly” person [see 1 Cor 2:12-15 below]
–“sprit and life” do not remotely indicate a symbolic understanding of John 6! In fact, they indicate the exact opposite!
–they are a reference to God’s witness to the truth of a particular teaching
–for example, in 1 John 5:6, the words “Spirit”, “truth” and “life”, are used together to indicate God’s witness to His Son:
•1 John 5:6 This is he who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the
blood. 7 And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is the truth… If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony
of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has borne witness to his Son… And this is the testimony, that
God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life.
•John 4:24 “God is spirit”:
 spiritual things are more real, more “true”, than anything, and absolutely do not indicate a symbolic interpretation, but
the exact opposite: a spiritual reality being witnessed to and confirmed by God Himself!
–Note: “THE flesh” is NOT referring to Jesus’ Flesh, it refers to the “fleshly” man  a “fleshly” understanding that does not
comprehend the spiritual realities of the Eucharist
•John 8:15 “You judge according to the flesh…”
–We are SAVED by Jesus’ Flesh!!!
•Heb 10:19-22 since through the blood of Jesus we have confidence of entrance into the sanctuary by the new and living way he
opened for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, and since we have "a great priest over the house of God,” let us approach with a
sincere heart and in absolute trust, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed in pure water
(i.e. Baptism, which allows us to understand “spiritual” truths like the real Presence)
•1 Cor 2:12-15 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts
bestowed on us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual
truths to those who possess the Spirit. The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to
him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man judges all things…” (See Jn
6:63: “THE flesh” is NOT Jesus’ flesh)
Do not drink Blood? (Leviticus 17:10,12,14 and Lev 19:26)
–Lev 17 doesn’t apply to Jesus’ blood! Jesus commands it! (Jn 6:22-71, Mt 26:26-28, Mk 14:22-24, Lk 22:17-20, 1 Cor 11:23-26)
•Lev 17:11 “For the life of the flesh is in the blood…”
•Mark 7:15-21 “Everything that goes into a person from outside cannot defile, since it enters not the heart… (Thus He declared all
foods clean)”
–OT Levitical/Mosaic Law fulfilled/replaced by NT Law of Love
•Heb 7:11-25 (Repeal of Levitical Law): “When there is a change of priesthood [from the Old Testament High Priesthood to Jesus],
there is necessarily a change of law as well… a former commandment is annulled… a better hope is introduced, through which we
draw near to God.”
- E.g. Mat 19:6-9 “what God has joined… no man must separate.”
- E.g. Mat 5:38-39 “You have heard, ‘an eye for an eye…’, but I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil.
•Col 2:16-17 “Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink or with regard to a festival or a new moon or
a Sabbath. These are only a shadow of what is to come”
•Acts 15: 20, 29 –changeable dietary disciplines to help Early Church w/Jewish converts (See 1 Cor 8:8-9  if brother is weak),
does not apply to Jesus’ blood
Sacrifice and Re-sacrifice?
•Heb 7:3&17 Jesus is a Priest forever in the order of Melchizedek (see Gen 14:18 Melchizedek  offers bread and wine)
•Heb 7:24-25 but he holds his priesthood permanently [note: a priest offers sacrifice] because he continues for ever… he is able
for all time to save those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them (Jesus is always
offering sacrifice for us]
•Heb 9:24 For Christ did not enter into a sanctuary made by hands, a copy of the true one, but heaven itself, that he might NOW
appear before God on our behalf (-i.e. this is going on NOW and FOREVER!!!)
•Rev 5:6 [Jesus, in Heaven] looking as if a lamb slain
•Heb 8:1-3 we have such a high priest, who has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister of
the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle that the Lord, not man, set up. Now every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices;
thus the necessity for this one also to have something to offer.
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–We don’t re-sacrifice Jesus (Heb 10:10-12 “once for all”), it is the same Sacrifice of Calvary made present on the alter outside of
space and time by the power of God, and offered to the Father
–CENTER OF THE MASS: the Priest, through the words of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit, makes the actual sacrifice of
Calvary [that is going on perpetually in Heaven) present on the alter, outside of space and time (just as it exists in Heaven), and we
offer this once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus on our behalf to the Father, as the only acceptable sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins.
Early Church Fathers on the Eucharist:
St. Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Smyrnaeans (110 AD) -a disciple and co-worker of St. John, the Apostle): “Take note of
those who hold heterodox opinions on the grace of Jesus Christ which has come to us and see how contrary their opinions to the mind
of God...They abstain from the Eucharist and from prayer, because they do not confess that the Eucharist is the Flesh of our Savior,
Jesus Christ, Flesh which suffered for our sins and which the Father, in His goodness, raised up again.”
St. Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Smyrnaeans (110 AD) See that you all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the
Father... Let that be deemed a proper Eucharist, which is [administered] either by the bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted it…
It is not lawful without the bishop either to baptize or to celebrate a love-feast; but whatsoever he shall approve of, that is also
pleasing to God, so that everything that is done may be secure and valid.
St. Justin Martyr, Apology, (150 AD): “We call this food Eucharist; and no one is permitted to partake of it, except one who
believes our teaching to be true... For not as common bread nor common drink do we receive these; but since Jesus Christ our Savior
was made incarnate by the word of God and had both flesh and blood for our salvation, so too, as we have been taught, the food which
has been made into the Eucharist by the Eucharistic prayer set down by Him, and by the change of which our blood and flesh is
nourished, is both the Flesh and the Blood of that incarnated Jesus.
St. Irenaeus Against Heresies, (195 AD, studied under St. Polycarp, a disciple of St. John the Apostle and greatest theologian of
the immediate post-apostolic period): “He (Jesus) has declared the cup, a part of creation, to be His own Blood, from which He causes
our blood to flow; and the bread, a part of creation, He has established as His own Body, from which He gives increase to our bodies.”
St. Cyril of Jerusalem, (350 AD): “He himself, therefore, having declared and said of the Bread, “This is my Body,” who will dare
any longer to doubt? And when He Himself has affirmed and said, “This is My Blood,” who can ever hesitate and say it is not His
Blood?” Do not, therefore, regard the bread and wine as simply that, for they are, according to the Master’s declaration, the Body and
Blood of Christ. Even though the senses suggest to you the other, let faith make you firm. Do not judge in this matter by taste, but be
fully assured by faith, not doubting that you have been deemed worthy of the Body and Blood of Christ.”
Keep the Lord’s Day Holy!!!
–3rd Commandment: “Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it Holy”
•Heb 4:9 So then, there remains a sabbath rest for the people of God
–This commandment “is a defining and indelible expression of our relationship with God” (Pope John Paul II, On Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy)

TALK 5] The Blessed Mother: “All Generations Shall Call Me Blessed”
-Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 483–534 & 963–975)

1. Immaculate Conception

–Conceived without original sin/concupiscence and with sanctifying grace–Not the conception of Jesus, or of Mary by Holy Spirit
(she had 2 human parents)
–not necessarily an essential preparation for becoming Mother of God, but a fitting preparation for Jesus’ Mother [i.e. doesn’t have
to extend to Mary’s Mother]
–see 4th Commandment: Honor thy Mother and Father, Jesus keeps this Commandment perfectly
–Adam & Eve had this grace (& Jesus) - conceived without original sin
–Baptism similar effect (after birth) - restores sanctifying grace/life of trinity but concupiscence remains
–still needs a Saviour: –e.g. manhole cover  prevented from falling in by someone but still SAVED by them!
a) Protoevangelium
•Gen 3:15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he [she] shall bruise your head, and
you shall bruise his [her] heel.
–Enmity - Devil & Blessed Mother in complete opposition
–headcrushing: Judges 4:21 Jael… got a tent peg… drove the peg through his [Sisera’s] temple… 24“Most blessed of women be Jael… of
tent-dwelling women most blessed(Judith 13:8-18, Judith/Holofernes; Judges 9:53 Abimelech/millstone crushes head
–Not of Devil’s seed (suggests no original sin) (see 1 John 3:7-11, Eph 2:1-3 below: God’s seed vs seed of the Devil)
•Eph 2:1-3 And you he made alive, when you were dead… we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
•1 John 3:7-11 No one who remains in him sins… Whoever sins belongs to the devil... No one who is begotten by God commits sin,
because God's seed remains in him; he cannot sin because he is begotten by God. In this way, the children of God and the
children of the devil are made plain; no one who fails to act in righteousness belongs to God
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•Eph 3:3-10 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places even as he chose us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him
b) Hail, Full of Grace (Luke 1:28)
–“Hail” [a greeting normally reserved for royalty] “Full of grace/Kecharitomene”
–“Kecharitomene” ≈ perfected in grace in Greek > can imply a perpetual ongoing state of grace
–“Most blessed are you” > twice by Elizabeth (Luke 1)
–“All generations shall call me blessed” (Luke 1:48)  do “All” of us call her “blessed”???
–Mary no pain at birth? Early Christian writings imply this [e.g. Ascension of Isaiah (70 AD), Odes of Solomon (80 AD)]
c) Perpetual Sinlessness
–An effect of Immaculate Conception  no concupiscence
–what about Romans 3:23 “All have sinned”?
-hyperbole to stress a point –NOT all have sinned!!!
-exceptions? Yes! Jesus , Adam/Eve before Fall, babies Rom 9:11 Jacob/Esau as babies "had done nothing either good or bad"
-so not ALL have sinned  Mary is also an exception to this general statement
–Sinlessness was/is desired for all of us by God!!  Sin makes us less human, not more!
•1 John 5:18 anyone born of God does not sin but He who was born of God keeps him & the evil one does not touch him -see 1 John 3:7-11
• Jude 1:24-25 Now to him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory
•1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 May the God of peace himself make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be
preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it.
•Matt 5:48
Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect
•Rev 21:27 Nothing unclean enter Heaven
•Heb 12:14 Strive for that holiness without which no one will see the Lord
•1 Cor 10:13 God provides sufficient grace to resist any temptation  sin makes us less human, not more!

2. Mother of God

•Lk 1:43 “Mother of my Lord”
•Mt 1:23 Virgin will conceive, & bear a son… Emmanuel (God is with us) (Is 7:14)
•Lk 1:35 Child … will be called the son of God
•Gal 4:4
God sent His Son, born of a woman
•Mk 6:3
[Jesus], the son of Mary
–Doctrine of Trinity: Jesus > Divine Person with human & Divine natures
–Mary gives birth to the person, Jesus, not just His human nature  she is the Theotokos > God Bearer > Mother of God
–The early Church & all major Reformers believed this
Early Church and Reformers:
St. Ignatius (110 AD) “For our God, Jesus Christ, was conceived by Mary in accord with God’s plan…”
St Irenaeus (190 AD)“the Virgin Mary… being obedient to His word, received from an angel the glad tidings that she would bear God
Martin Luther “In this work whereby she was made the Mother of God, so many and such good things were given her that no one can
grasp them…. Not only was Mary the mother of Him who is born [in Bethlehem], but of Him who, before the world, was eternally born
of the Father, from a Mother in time and at the same time man and God.” (Weimer's The Works of Luther, English translation by Pelikan, Concordia, St. Louis, v. 7, p. 572.)
John Calvin “It cannot be denied that God in choosing and destining Mary to be the Mother of His Son, granted her the highest
honor…. Elizabeth calls Mary Mother of the Lord, because the unity of the person in the two natures of Christ was such that she could
have said that the mortal man engendered in the womb of Mary was at the same time the eternal God .” (Calvin Opera, Corpus Reformatorum,
Braunschweig-Berlin, 1863-1900, V. 45 p 348, 35)

Ulrich Zwingli “It was given to her what belongs to no creature, that in the flesh she should bring forth the Son of God.” (Zwingli Opera,
Corpus Reformatorum, Berlin, 1905, in Evang. Luc., Op. comp., V6,1 P. 639

3. Perpetual Virginity
–Mary is “Spouse” of Holy Spirit  God is spouse, no other can have relations w/her
•Luke 1:34 “How can this be?”  if betrothed, why surprised?
•Mk 6:3 “the son of Mary”, NOT “a son of Mary”  this Greek expression implies this is her only son
•Jn 19:27 “Behold your son” > implies no brothers to take her in
Reformers: All major Reformers believed this
Martin Luther “It is an article of faith that Mary is Mother of the Lord and still a virgin…. Christ, we believe, came forth from a womb
left perfectly intact.” (Weimer's The Works of Luther, English translation by Pelikan, Concordia, St. Louis, v. 11, pp. 319-320; v. 6. p. 510
John Calvin “There have been certain folk who have wished to suggest from this passage [Matt 1:25] that the Virgin Mary had other
children than the Son of God, and that Joseph had then dwelt with her later; but what folly this is! For the gospel writer did not wish to
record what happened afterwards; he simply wished to make clear Joseph’s obedience and to show also that Joseph had been well and
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truly assured that it was God who had sent His angel to Mary. He had therefore never dwelt with her nor had he shared her
company…. And besides this Our Lord Jesus Christ is called the first-born. This is not because there was a second or a third, but
because the gospel writer is paying regard to the precedence. Scripture speaks thus of naming the first-born whether or no there was
any question of the second.”(Sermon on Matthew, published 1562)
Ulrich Zwingli “I firmly believe that Mary, according to the words of the gospel as a pure Virgin brought forth for us the Son of God
and in childbirth and after childbirth forever remained a pure, intact Virgin.”(Zwingli Opera, Corpus Reformatorum, Berlin, 1905, v. 1, p. 424)
a. Brethren of Jesus
–Half brothers at best [for arguments sake, even if Mary did have other children, God is Father in Jesus’ case, not St. Joseph)
–Aramaic language has no word for cousin  all family relations/cousins referred to as brother [or sister]
–Jewish idiom “brother” understood by Greek writers so translate literally into “adelphos” = Brother in Greek OT/NT as well
–e.g.
Gen 14:14 Lot called Abraham’s “brother” in Hebrew OT [also see Gen 14:12]
Gen 29:15 Jacob called brother of his uncle, Laban
1 Chron 23:22 Sons of Cish  brethren are really cousins
Tobit 6:7 “Brother” Azariah  angel
Acts 1:15 Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers (there was a group of about one hundred and twenty persons…)
–many broad uses for Aramaic word “brother”
1) Gal 1:9 I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and… saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother.”
-James is called “the Lords brother” but can’t be Jesus’ actual blood brother, because St Paul says he’s an Apostle
and of the two Apostles named James, one was the son of Zebedee [James the Greater], and the other the son of
Alphaeus [James the Younger]
2) Mat 13:55 “James and Joseph and Simon and Judas”  Brethren of the Lord?
-James and Joseph: children of “other” Mary, wife of Clopas, cousins of Jesus -see Mt 27:61
-Alpheus/Clopas: Aramaic and Greek forms of same name
-2nd century historian Hegesippus records that Clopas/Alphaeus was the brother of St Joseph
-Jude 1:1 Jude (Judas), a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James…” [not “brother of Jesus”!]
-Hegesippus also records that this Simon of Mat 13:55 was also a son of Clopas, making him a cousin of Jesus too!
-all 4 “brothers” can potentially be shown to be from other mothers
3) “Firstborn” (Lk 2:7) title given to first son opening womb whether or not other children -implies no further children
-see Exodus 13:1-16
4) Until Matt 1:25 “no relations… until” –Greek term does not imply any future relations (e.g 2 Sam 6:23 Michal)
5) Joseph  Widower? Maybe  Protoevangelium of James 120-150 AD says this
6) “Before they lived together” (Matt 1:18) Greek term does not imply any future relations (e.g Jn 4:49)

4. The Assumption
–Not Ascension on her own power > she is assumed by God bodily into heaven
–Doesn’t say Mary did/ or didn’t die  doesn’t see corruption
–Elijah, Enoch (& Moses?) assumed bodily into heaven (& Jesus ascended bodily)
•2 Kings 2:11 Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.
•1 Maccabees 2:58: “Elijah because of great zeal for the Law was taken up into heaven.
•Heb 11:5 “By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death; And he was not found, because God had taken him. Now
before he was taken, he was attested as having pleased God”
–who has pleased God more than Mary?
•Rev 11:19-12:6 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of His covenant could be seen in the temple… A great sign
appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was
with child and wailed aloud in pain as she labored to give birth… She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined to rule all the
nations with an iron rod. Her child was caught up to God and his throne.
–literal interpretation: Mary in Heaven
–symbolic senses:
-12 tribes/12 apostles
-birth of the Church
–Psalm 132:8 “Arise, O Lord, into your resting place: you and the ark which you have sanctified.”
–No bones, relics, grave  strange as saints’ graves/relics highly venerated/sought after by early Christian churches/cities
•Mt 27:52-53: dead raised bodily and appeared to many!
•1 Thes 4:16-17 the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air.
–Catholic Rapture (bodily)? 1 Thes 4:16-17, Heb 11:5  similar idea (understood properly in light of Catholic Church’s teaching
of Jesus’ 2nd coming)
–This ultimately promised for all  resurrection of body, at Jesus 2nd/final coming at the end of time

5. Queen of Heaven/Queen Mother
18

a) Queen of Heaven:
•Rev 12:1 a woman clothed with the sun… and on her head a crown of twelve stars
b) Queen Mother (Gebirah)
•Rev 12:17 the dragon… went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring, those who keep God's commandments
-“her offspring”: she is a universal/spiritual Mother to all “who keep God's commandments”

6. Intercession

•James 5:16 The fervent prayer of a righteous person is very powerful.
•Lk 16:19-31 “I beg you, father [Abraham], to send him [Lazarus] to my father’s house, 28 for I have five brothers, so that he may
warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.”
–Have you ever asked anyone to pray for you? – same idea
–Same as asking Mary to pray for you (still 1 mediator is Jesus, but Mary also asks on our behalf, just as a friend would do]
–At end of Rosary we ask Mary to “pray for us sinners…” - i.e. intercede for us
–Who better to ask for prayers than the Blessed Mother, Jesus’ own Mother?
–Saints very much alive & blessed mother is greatest & most favored of these [Luke 20:37-38 God of the living]

7. Rosary

–Is Scriptural prayer from Gospel of Luke & asks Mary to pray/intercede for us
–Not “vain repetition” (this referred to pagans who prayed to get their “god’s” attention)
–Note “Holy, Holy, Holy” of angels before God > not vain repetition!
–Luke 1:28 Hail, [Mary] full off grace
–Luke 1:28 the Lord is with you
–Luke 1:42 Blessed are you among you women, blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus
–Luke 1:43 Mary, Mother of God
–“Pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.” -asks for prayers

Talk 6] Catholic Answers: Other Catholic Hot Topics
Abortion

•Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you”
•Ecclesiastes 11:5 Just as you do not know how the life breath enters the human frame in the mother’s womb, so you do not know
the work of God, who is working in everything.
•2 Kings 24:3-4 This befell Judah because the LORD had stated that he would inexorably put them out of his sight for the sins
Manasseh had committed in all that he did; and especially because of the innocent blood he shed, with which he filled Jerusalem, the
LORD would not forgive

Contraception

–Some forms (e.g. The Pill, IUD and others) can cause early term abortions
–illicit forms of contraception can potentially cut off Grace through mortal sin
–Marriages practicing NFP have a 97-100% success rate compared to 50% national average  why???
–leave yourself open to Grace if follow God’s plan for marriage through legitimately used NFP
–NFP is safest, cheapest, most effective, easiest to use/understand method
–NFP most effective method [97-100% success in studies]
–3rd World starving?  disordered justice, greedy world
•Gen 38 Onan & Tamar (Er), Judah, Perez, Davidic line (see Deut 25:5-10: penalty for breaking this Levitical law is not death,
Onan is killed for the action of contraception
•Gal 5:20, Rev 9:21, Rev 21:8: Pharmakeia/pharmakos (Greek) –likely abortifacient /contraceptive/potions

Divinity of Jesus/Trinity
Col 1:19
Jn 1:1
Jn 1:18
Ex 3:14
Jn 8:58
Jn 20:28
Col 2:9

19 For

in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
18 No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, has revealed him.
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” (see also Ex 3:14 where God
reveals His name to Moses: “I AM”)
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily
1
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Titus 2:13
2 Peter 1:1
Jn 10:30,33
Mat 12:6-8
Mark 2:5-10
Jn 14:9-10
Rev 7:14-17
Isaiah 44:6
Rev 1:8
Rev 22:13,16
Mt 1:23
Jud 1:25
Gen 1:1
Jn 1:2-3
Mt 28:19
Jn 5:17-18
Jn 14:26
Acts 5:3-4
Is 43:10
Is 45:22-24
Gen 1:26
Gen 3:22
Isaiah 6:8
Gen 11:7
Gen 18:1-3

"Awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”
1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with
ours in the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ
30 I and the Father are one. 33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we stone you but for
blasphemy; because you, being a man, make yourself God.”
“I say to you, something greater than the temple is here… For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”
“your sins are forgiven.”… “Who but God alone can forgive sins?”… “the Son of Man has authority to forgive sins on
earth”
Jesus said, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the
Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father in me?”
the ones who… who have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb… they stand
before God’s throne and worship him day and night in his temple. The one who sits on the throne will shelter
them. They will not hunger or thirst anymore, nor will the sun or any heat strike them. For the Lamb who is in
the center of the throne will shepherd them
“I am the First and I am the Last; besides me there is no god"
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
(God the Father)
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”… 16 “I Jesus have sent my
angel to you with this testimony... I am the root and the offspring of David, the bright morning star.” (Jesus)
23 “a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel” (which means, God with us).
25 to the only God, our savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord be glory, majesty, power, and authority
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
2 He (Jesus) was in the beginning with God; 3 all things were made through him, and without him was not
anything made that was made.
19 Go… make disciples… baptizing them in THE name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working still, and I am working.” This was why the Jews sought all the
more to kill him, he not only broke the Sabbath but also called God his Father, making himself equal with God.
26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit,… he will teach you all things (personhood of the Holy Spirit)
3 Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the
proceeds of the land?… You have not lied to men but to God.” (Holy Spirit is God)
10 “that you may know… that I am He. Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me.
22 “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion…”
22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil”
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? Who will go for us? Here I am," I said; "send me!"
7 Come, let us go down, and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.”
1 And the Lord appeared to him… He lifted up his eyes… and behold, three men stood in front of him.

Jesus’ Divinity AND Humanity Sometimes Misunderstood
-Jesus’ Divinity AND Humanity sometimes misunderstood by groups like Jehovah’s Witnesses
-while remaining God, Jesus has also “emptied” and “humbled” Himself in taking on a human form, with it’s associated and finite
human intellect and limitations. In short, “We see Jesus… for a little while… made lower than the angels” (Heb 2:7-9).
-He has willingly submitted to the limitations of human nature in becoming “one of us… in all things but sin” (cf CCC 470, Heb
2:17, 4:15 ), and in this sense, there are places in Scripture where He allows these limitations to show forth. But this in no way
diminishes the fact that He is God (CCC 472-474)
•Phil 2:6-8 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient
unto death, even death on a cross.
•Heb 2:7-9 But we see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honor because of the
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for every one
•Heb 1:4-5, 8-9 [Jesus] having become as much superior to angels as the name he has obtained is more excellent than theirs. For to
what angel did God ever say, “Thou art my Son, today I have begotten thee”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me
a son”? But of the Son he says, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever, the righteous scepter is the scepter of thy kingdom.

Early Church Fathers on the Trinity
-St Ignatius of Antioch, (110 AD, a disciple of St John, martyred for the Faith): “ For our God, Jesus Christ, was conceived by Mary
in accord with God’s plan: of the seed of David, it is true, but also of the Holy Spirit” (Letter to the Ephesians 1)
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-St Ignatius of Antioch, (110 AD) : ”The Virgin Mary… being obedient to His word, received from an angel the glad tidings that she
would bear God. (Letter to the Ephesians 1)
-St Irenaeus would write that Jesus is “Himself in His own right, beyond all men who ever lived, God, and Lord, and King Eternal,
and the Incarnate Word, proclaimed by all the prophets, the apostles, and by the Spirit Himself, may be seen by all who have attained
to even a small portion of the truth… that He (Jesus) was the Mighty God” (Against Heresies, 1:10:1 and 5:19:1)
-St Clement would write, “’in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.’ This Word, then,
the Christ… has now appeared as man, He alone being both, both God and man.” (Exhortation to the Heathen 1).
-Tertullian: “We… believe that there is one only God, but under the following dispensation… that this one only God has also a Son,
His Word, who proceeded from Himself, by whom all things were made, and without whom nothing was made. Him we believe to
have been sent by the Father into the Virgin, and to have been born of her— being both Man and God, the Son of Man and the Son of
God, and to have been called by the name of Jesus Christ… the mystery of the dispensation is still guarded, which distributes the Unity
into a Trinity, placing in their order the three Persons— the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” [Against Praxeas”, Chapter 2)
-Origen: “Although he was God, he took flesh; and having been made man, he remained what he was: God" (The Fundamental Doctrines 1:0:4)
-St Hippolytus (AD 228): "Only [God’s] Word is from himself and is therefore also God, becoming the substance of God… For Christ
is the God over all, who has arranged to wash away sin from mankind, rendering the old man new " (Refutation of All Heresies 10:33-34)

Worship of Statues?
•Ex 20:3-5 You shall not have other gods besides me. You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the shape of anything in the sky
above or on the earth below or in the waters beneath the earth; you shall not bow down before them or worship them.
•Ex 25:18-20 Make two cherubim of beaten gold for the two ends of the propitiatory, fastening them so that one cherub springs
direct from each end. The cherubim shall have their wings spread out above, covering the propitiatory with them
•Num 21:8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, set it on a pole; and every one who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.”
•1 Kings 6: In the inner sanctuary he made 2 cherubim of olivewood, each ten cubits high.

Renumbering of 10 Commandments?
•Exodus 20:2-17/Deut 5:6-21
• 1st Commandment: I, the LORD, am your God… You shall not have other gods besides me. You shall not carve idols for yourselves
in the shape of anything in the sky above or on the earth below or in the waters beneath the earth; you shall not bow down before
them or worship them. For I, the LORD, your God, am a jealous God…
•2nd Commandment: You shall not take the name of the LORD, your God, in vain.
•9th Commandment: You shall not covet your neighbor's wife.
•10th Commandment: You shall not desire your neighbor's house or field… nor anything that belongs to him.
•Protestants -split the first commandment in 2:
-2nd is “You shall not carve idols (Catholics see this split as 2 Commandments saying the same thing –Worship God alone!)
-they then combine the 9th and 10th into the 10th Commandment

Holy Objects/Sacramentals
•Acts 19:11-12 And God did extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that handkerchiefs or aprons were carried away from
his body to the sick, and diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.
•Acts 5:15-16 they carried the sick out… when Peter came by that even his shadow might fall on 1 of them… and they were all cured
•2 Kings 13:20 So Elisha died, and they buried him… as a man was being buried, lo, a marauding band was seen and the man was
cast into the grave of Elisha; and as soon as the man touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood on his feet.

Sunday Worship as the Sabbath
•Gen 2:3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all his work which he had done in creation.
•Heb 4:9 So then, there remains a sabbath rest for the people of God
•Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread
•Rev 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day –St John given the vision of the heavenly worship going on on “the Lord’s Day”
-From the very first days, the Christian Church changed the Sabbath from Saturday to the “first day of the week”, the “Lord’s Day”,
Sunday, which was the day Jesus rose from the dead, in order to honor His resurrection
•Col. 2:16–17 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food or drink or with regard to a festival or a new moon
or a Sabbath. These are only a shadow [Greek: skia] of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.
-The sabbath still kept but now on Sunday to celebrate the Resurrection
-Sunday worship the “mark of the beast”? No! The “mark” is a person
–Rev 13:18 “666… a number that stands for a person”
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Confession to a Priest

•John 20:21-23 As the father has sent me so I send you… He breathed on them and said “receive the Holy Spirit”. Whose sins you
forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain they are retained.
•2 Cor 5:18-21 All this is from God who through Christ reconciled us to himself & gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself not counting their trespasses against them, & entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God

Confession/Anointing of the Sick
•James 5:13-15 Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with
oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed
sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The
prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects.

Protestant Reformers and Contraception :
•Martin Luther [Commentary on Genesis 38]: This is a most disgraceful sin. It is far more atrocious than incest and adultery. We
call it unchastity, yes, a Sodomitic sin… Surely at such a time the order of nature established by God in procreation should be
followed… Consequently, he deserved to be killed by God. He committed an evil deed. Therefore God punished him… Onan… spilled his
seed. That was a sin far greater than adultery or incest and provoked God to such fierce wrath that he destroyed him immediately.
•John Calvin [ Commentary on Genesis 38]: the voluntary spilling of semen outside of intercourse between man and woman is a
monstrous thing. Deliberately to withdraw from coitus in order that semen may fall on the ground is doubly monstrous. This is…
and to kill before he was born the hoped-for offspring… Onan, as it were, by a violent abortion no less cruelly than filthily cast upon
the ground, the offspring of his brother, torn from the maternal womb… If any woman ejects a fetus from her womb by drugs, it is
reckoned a crime incapable of expiation, and deservedly Onan incurred upon himself the same kind of punishment…”
•John Wesley [ Commentary on Genesis 38]: Those sins that dishonor the body are very displeasing to God and the evidence of vile
affections. Observe, the thing which he did displeased the Lord -- And it is to be feared, thousands, especially of single persons, by this
very thing, still displease the Lord, and destroy their own souls.

Pope Pius XII, Hitler and the Jews

-A New Defense: Pope Pius XII and the Jews, by Rabbi David G. Dalin, Envoy Magazine:
http://www.ewtn.com/library/issues/zpius12a.htm
-The Pope's Jews -Great book exonerates Pius XII: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/feb/09/hitlers-pope-pius-xii-holocaust
-Pinchas Lapide, Israeli diplomat: estimated the 860,000 Jews saved by the Catholic Church under the pope’s direction
“exceeded by far those saved by all other churches, religious institutions, and rescue organizations combined.”
-The government of Israel officially approved the creation of a Memorial Forest with the planting of 800,000 trees in the Negev
desert, south east of Jerusalem, as a monument to the Royal efforts of Pope Pius XII in the 860,000 lives that he saved
-Rabbi Israel Zolli, Chief Rabbi of Rome: "What the Vatican did will be indelibly and eternally engraved in our hearts. . . . Priests
and even high prelates did things that will forever be an honor to Catholicism.”
-Rabbi Zolli became Catholic!!!, took Pope’s given name, "Eugenio", as baptismal name to honor him for what he did for the Jews
-Nahum Goldmann, president of the World Jewish Congress: "With special gratitude we remember all he [Pope Pius XII] has done
for the persecuted Jews during one of the darkest periods in their entire history.”
-Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem, Isaac Herzog: "The people of Israel will never forget what His Holiness and his illustrious delegates,
inspired by the eternal principles of religion which form the very foundations of true civilization, are doing for us unfortunate
brothers and sisters in the most tragic hour of our history, which is living proof of divine Providence in this world."
-Golda Meir, Prime Minister, Israel: During the 10 years of Nazi terror, when our people passed through the horrors of martyrdom,
the Pope raised his voice to condemn the persecutors and to commiserate with their victims… our time has been enriched by a voice
which expressed the great moral truths above the tumults of daily conflicts. We grieve over the loss of a great defender of peace."
-Rabbi Safran of Bucharest, Romania: "It is not easy for us to find the right words to express the warmth and consolation we
experienced because of the concern of the supreme pontiff, who offered a large sum to relieve the sufferings of deported Jews. . . . The
Jews of Romania will never forget these facts of historic importance."
-In June, 1944, Pius XII sent a telegram to Admiral Miklos Horthy, the ruler of Hungary, and was able to halt the planned
deportation of 800,000 Jews from that country.

Crusades
•No greater love than to lay down one’s life for another
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•Crusaders saw themselves as coming to the defense of innocent Christians that were being attacked and forced into Islam by the
sword for over 400 years. Huge areas/populations that were once Christian had been forced into Islamic reign and worship
•Also trying to reclaim the sacred pilgrimage locations of Holy Land that had been captured and/or destroyed by Islamic armies
•There were instances of crusaders acting immorally/sinfully [e.g attack of Costantinople/Crusaders excommunicated by Pope
Innocent III, and battle/siege of Jerusalem] but this was not the fault of the Church -the rationale for the Crusades was a just one

Inquisition
•Civil & Church ordained courts fighting heresies that were threatening peoples’ immortal souls & very fabric of many countries
•Those that cause people to fall into mortal sin/fall away from the Church were worse than murderers who only brought bodily
death, as spiritual death had far more serious eternal consequences
•Church stepped in to curb mob violence in punishing heretics and to make a fair, orderly process out of what had gone out of
control [e.g. conversos in Spanish Inquisition]
•There were abuses by individuals, but this did not involve the infallibility of the Church as the teaching of doctrine was not
involved but the discipline of individuals properly acting on Church teaching

Anti-Christ
1 John 4:2-3 This is how you can know the Spirit of God: every spirit that acknowledges Jesus Christ come in the flesh belongs to

God, and every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus does not belong to God. This is the spirit of the antichrist that, as you heard, is
to come, but in fact is already in the world. (the antichrist will deny Jesus came in the flesh  Catholic Church will NEVER do that
•2 John 1:7 those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh; such is the deceitful one and the antichrist.
•Rev 11:8 the great city, which has the symbolic names, “Sodom” and “Egypt”, the city where there Lord was crucified (i.e. this
Scripture is referring to Jerusalem and the Jews, NOT Christian Rome!!!)
•Rev 13:18 Wisdom is needed here; one who understands can calculate the number of the beast, for it is a number that stands for a
person. His number is six hundred and sixty-six.
-mark of the beast, 666, in Early Church  Nero [ Rev 13 and 17  succession of Roman Emperors described ]

Catholic Rapture?
-Yes! a bodily resurrection and assumption in to Heaven at the Last Coming  glorified bodies and a new Heavens and Earth
-very different from Protestant “Rapture”, with it’s multiple comings of Jesus, Millenial Reign, Pre-Tribulation Rapture, etc
•1 Thes 4:17 then we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air;
and so we shall always be with the Lord. (bodily assumption at Last Coming)
•Luke 17:20-21 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not
coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, ‘Lo, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”

Intercession of the Saints

-Miracles!!! –evidence of the saints interceding for us in Heaven
•Heb 12:1 we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses
•John 15:1-5 Jesus is the vine, we are the branches
•Rom 12:5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.
•Luke 20:37-38 he called 'Lord' the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; and he is not God of the dead, but of the
living, for to him all are alive."
•Rev 5:8 the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb each… with golden bowls full of incense which are the prayers of the saints
•Rev 8:3-4 another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer; and he was given much incense to mingle with the
prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar before the throne; and the smoke of the incense rose with the prayers of the saints from
the hand of the angel before God.
•Luke 16:19-30 Rich man, Abraham and Lazarus communicate across the separation between them
•Dt 18:10-11 Is asking for intercession of the saints Necromancy? (the conjuring spirits of the dead/those in O.T. Sheol)
- NO! These are the Saints alive in HEAVEN!

“Call No Man Father” (Matt 23:8-9)
-don’t make anyone equal to God the Father
•Mal 1:6 "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is
my fear? says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name.”
•Eph 3:14-15 I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom all paternity [fatherhood] in heaven and earth is named
•1 Cor 4:15 “For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus“
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•Philemon 1:10 “I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become in my imprisonment.”

Ordination to the Priesthood
•1 Tim 3:1-2 If any one aspires to the office of bishop, he desires a noble task. Now a bishop must be above reproach, the
husband of one wife…
-Jesus chooses 12  all men
-not because they are superior, it is just His plan
-The symbolism is that Jesus, the high priest marries His bride the Church. The priest stands as a representative of Jesus and takes
his bride, the Church, as his spouse also, and so, must be a man
-Takes on a life more closely resembling life in Heaven, “where they will not give or be given in marriage” (Mark 12:24-25)

Ordination of Women
-Pope John Paul II Apostolic Letter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis:
-Priestly ordination in the Catholic Church has “from the beginning always been reserved to men alone.”
-He concludes by clearly stating that the teaching is unchangeable and therefore infallible: “Wherefore, in order that all doubt may
be removed regarding a matter of great importance, a matter which pertains to the Church’s divine constitution itself, in virtue of
my ministry of confirming the brethren (cf. Lk. 22:32) I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly
ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church’s faithful (no. 4)."
-Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith [Nov, 1995]:
-“Reply to the question concerning the teaching contained in the apostolic letter Ordinatio Sacerdotalis:
-Question: Whether the teaching that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women, which is
presented in the apostolic letter Ordinatio Sacerdotalis to be held definitively, is to be understood as belonging to the deposit of
faith. Response: In the affirmative.”
-Jesus chooses 12  all men  The symbolism is that Jesus, the high priest marries His bride the Church. The priest stands as a
representative of Jesus and takes his bride, the Church, as his spouse also, and so, must be a man
•1 Tim 3:1-2 If anyone aspires to the office of bishop, he desires a noble task. Now a bishop must be above reproach, the husband
of one wife… [doesn’t mean a bishop has to be married, but if he is married, he can’t remarry if wife dies]

Creation/Homosexual Lifestyle
•Rom 1:19-21 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world his

invisible nature,
namely, his eternal power and deity, has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse; for although they knew God they did
not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking and their senseless minds were darkened. While claiming to be wise, they became
fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for the likeness of an image of mortal man or of birds or of four-legged animals or of snakes. Therefore, God
handed them over to impurity through the lusts of their hearts for the mutual degradation of their bodies. They exchanged th e truth of God for a lie and revered and
worshiped the creature rather than the creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. Therefore, God handed them over to degrading passions. Their females exchanged
natural relations for unnatural, and the males likewise gave up natural relations with females and burned with lust for one another. Males did shameful things with
males and thus received in their own persons the due penalty for their perversity. And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God handed them over to their
undiscerning mind to do what is improper. They are filled with every form of wickedness, evil, greed, and malice; full of envy, murder, rivalry, treachery, and spite.
They are gossips and scandalmongers and they hate God. They are insolent, haughty, boastful, ingenious in their wickedness, and rebellious toward their parents.
They are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Although they know the just decree of God that all who practice such things deserve death, they not only do them but
give approval to those who practice them.
•1 Cor 5:2,11and 1 Cor 6:9-10 But I now write to you not to associate with anyone named a brother, if he is immoral, greedy, an idolater, a slanderer, a
drunkard, or a robber, not even to eat with such a person… Do you not know that the unjust will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither
fornicators nor idolaters nor adulterers nor boy prostitutes nor practicing homosexuals nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunka rds nor slanderers nor robbers will
inherit the kingdom of God.
•Catechism of the Catholic Church 2357 Homosexuality refers to relations between men or between women who experience an exclusive or
predominant sexual attraction toward persons of the same sex. It has taken a great variety of forms through the centuries and in different cultures. Its psychological
genesis remains largely unexplained. Basing itself on Sacred Scripture, which presents homosexual acts as acts of grave depra vity, tradition has always declared that
"homosexual acts are intrinsically disordered." They are contrary to the natural law. They close the sexual act to the gift of life. They do not proceed from a genuine
affective and sexual complementarity. Under no circumstances can they be approved.

Divorce and Remarriage
–Living together: increases chance of divorce up to 60% ON TOP of the 50% average divorce rate!!!
–“wisdom of world” suggests it should LOWER chances of divorce by confirming “compatibility”, but it DOESN’T! It increases it!!!
•Mark 10:2-12 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered
them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce, and to put her away.” But
Jesus said to them, “For your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made
them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become
one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder… And he said to
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another, commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and marries
another, she commits adultery.” (also see Mat 19:3-9)
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•Luke 16:18 Every one who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from
her husband commits adultery.
•1 Cor 7:10-11,39 To the married I give charge, not I but the Lord, that the wife should not separate from her husband (but if she
does, let her remain single or else be reconciled to her husband)—and that the husband should not divorce his wife… A wife is bound
to her husband as long as he lives. If the husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.
•Romans 7:2-3 a married woman is bound by law to her husband as long as he lives; but if her husband dies she is discharged from
the law concerning the husband. Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is
alive. But if her husband dies she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.
•Malachi 2:13-16 You cover the Lord’s altar with tears, with weeping and groaning because he no longer regards the offering or
accepts it with favor at your hand. You ask, “Why does he not?” Because the Lord was witness to the covenant between you and the
wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant… let none be faithless
to the wife of his youth. “For I hate divorce, says the Lord”
-Familiaris Consortio 84: "They are unable to be admitted thereto from the fact that their state and condition of life objectively
contradict that union of love between Christ and his Church which is signified and effected by the Eucharist. Besides this, there is
another special pastoral reason: if these people were admitted to the Eucharist, the faithful would be led into error and confusion
regarding the Church's teaching about the indissolubility of marriage"
-the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith under the auspices of John Paul II intervened and reaffirmed the traditional
discipline (no Communion for divorced/remarried), which it called “the constant and universal practice” of the Church: “This
practice, which is presented as binding, cannot be modified because of different situations”.
-Catholic annulment and divorce are not the same thing –nothing can end a valid marriage (Mat 19:6-9 “what God has joined…
no man must separate.”)
-An annulment declares that the proper conditions for a valid marriage not there prior to wedding –cannot end a valid marriage

Tithing in Scripture
•Malachi 3:7-12 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How are we robbing thee?’ In your tithes and offerings.
You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me; the whole nation of you. Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house; and thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour
down for you an overflowing blessing.
•2 Cor 9:5-15 not as an exaction but as a willing gift. The point is this: he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of
everything and may provide in abundance for every good work… He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply
and multiply your resources and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for great generosity…
Under the test of this service, you will glorify God by your obedience in acknowledging the gospel of Christ, and by the generosity of
your contribution
•Sirach 35:6-15 Do not appear before the Lord empty-handed… With a generous spirit pay homage to the Lord, and do not spare
your freewill gifts… pay your tithes in a spirit of joy. Give to the Most High as he has given to you, generously, according to your
means. For he is a God who always repays and will give back to you sevenfold. But offer no bribes; these he does not accept!
•Tobit 12:8-9 Prayer with fasting is good. Almsgiving with righteousness is better than wealth with wickedness. It is better to give
alms than to store up gold, for almsgiving saves from death, and purges all sin. Those who give alms will enjoy a full life

Inerrancy of Scripture
-Vatican I, Chapter 2, Para 8: These books the Church holds to be… canonical not… simply because they contain revelation
without error, but because, being written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they have God as their author
-DIVINO AFFLANTE SPIRITU. Pope Pius XII: Vatican Council… declared… these same books… canonical "not… merely because
they contain revelation without error, but because, having been written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they have God
for their author…[3] … this solemn definition of Catholic doctrine, by which such divine authority is claimed for the "entire books
with all their parts" as to secure freedom from any error whatsoever…”
-Vatican II Dei Verbum 11: everything asserted by the inspired authors or sacred writers must be held to be asserted by the Holy
Spirit, it follows that the books of Scripture must be acknowledged as teaching solidly, faithfully and without error that truth which
God wanted put into sacred writings (5) for the sake of salvation.
-CCC106: God inspired the human authors of the sacred books… to writing whatever he wanted written, and no more."
-CCC 107: “The inspired books teach the truth. "Since therefore all that the inspired authors or sacred writers affirm should be
regarded as affirmed by the Holy Spirit, we must acknowledge that the books of Scripture firmly, faithfully, and without error teach
that truth which God, for the sake of our salvation, wished to see confided to the Sacred Scriptures.”
- St. Augustine (≈ 400 AD): ‘If something in the Scriptures seems to be absurd, it Is not permissible to say: “The author of this
book does not keep to the truth.” Rather, “Either the codex is faulty, or the translator erred, or you have not understood it.”… it is not
permissible to doubt that it is true.’
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~ RECOMMENDED RESOURCES ~ [* Indicates Favourite Resource]

Family Life Center

Books

www.familylifecenter.net
www.dads.org

*Surprised by Truth
Faith of the Early Fathers (Vol 1/2/3)
*Beginning Apologetics (Vol 1/2)
Radio Replies
*Parents, Children and the Facts of Life
Born Fundamentalist, Born Again Catholic
Catholic Handbook for… Couples
*The ABC’s of Choosing a Good Wife/Husband
*Legacy: Father’s handbook for raising godly children
Darwin’s Little Black Box

Patrick Madrid
William A. Jurgens
Fr Frank Chacon/Jim Burnham
Frs. Rumble & Carty
Fr Henry Sattler [TAN Books]
David Curry
Frederick Marks, Phd
Steve Wood
Steve Wood also on CD/MP3
Michael Behe

*Sola Scriptura
Justification
Have You Been Born Again?
Ancient Wisdom for Modern Families
*Transformative Parenting
Purgatory
Mary: Explaining Misunderstood Catholic Beliefs
Eucharistic Messages
Building Your Marriage on the Rock
Reaching Teens

Steve Wood
Steve Wood
Steve Wood
Steve Wood
Steve Wood
Steve Wood
Steve Wood
Steve Wood
Steve Wood
Steve Wood

Sola Scriptura
Justification
The New Apologetics
Practical Apologetics
Coming to a Catholic Point of View
*Scott Hahn's Conversion Story

Scott Hahn
Scott Hahn
Tim Staples
Scott Hahn
Ken Hensley
Scott Hahn

CD’s

St. Joseph Communications
www.saintjoe.com

Catholic Answers

CD’s

Books

Ph: 1(888)291-8000
www.catholic.com

Bibles

*Rome, Sweet Home
Salvation is From The Jews
*Catholicism and Fundamentalism
*Answering Jehovah’s Witnesses
*Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist
The Essential Catholic Survival Guide
The Fathers Know Best [Early Church Writings]
*The Godless Delusion: Catholic Challenge to Atheism
Did Adam And Eve Have Belly Buttons? (teen/y. adult)
I Choose God (for Catholic youth/young adults)
A Father Who Keeps His Promises

Scott & Kimberly Hahn
Roy Schoeman
Karl Keating
Jason Evert
Brant Pitre [DoubleDay Pub.]
Catholic Answers Staff
Jimmy Akin
Pat Madrid, Ken Hensley
Chris Cuddy
Scott Hahn

The Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition [RSV CE]
The New American Bible
*Ignatius Study Bible [Scott Hahn, RSV CE]
Jerusalem Bible

Web Sites and Other Resources
*Ascension Press –Bible Studies/Timeline, Confirmation
*Family Life Center
*St. Joseph Communications
*Ignatius Press
*Catholic Answers
*Cat Chat children’s CD’s
Writings of the Early Church Fathers
*The Catholic Answer Magazine
Catholic Christian Outreach [CCO]
*Faith and Life Series [Grades 1-8 Catechism series]
The Vatican
Papal Encyclicals
*The Catechism Online
Searchable Catechism
Dr Ray Guarendi –solid Catholic parenting advice
*Louis de Wohl Catholic novelist –lives of the Saints
Jim Stenson –solid Catholic parenting advice
Holy Heroes –Kids resources, Saints Stories on CD, etc
A Mother’s Rule of Life –spiritual guidance for mom’s
*Eternal Word TV Network –solid Catholic TV/radio, etc

http://ascensionpress.com/
www.familylifecenter.net and www.DADS.org
www.saintjoe.com
www.ignatius.com
www.catholic.com
www.catchat.ca
www.catholic-pages.com/dir/early_fathers.asp
http://periodicals.osv.com/periodical.cfm?id=TheCatholicAnswer
www.cco.ca/vancouver
Ignatius Press: http://www.ignatius.com/promotions/faithandlife/
www.vatican.va
www.vatican.va/holy_father/index.htm (click on name of Pope)
www.catholic-pages.com/dir/link.asp?ref=26
www.christusrex.org/www2/kerygma/ccc/searchcat.html
www.drray.com
http://www.ignatius.com/Products/CategoryCenter.aspx?AuthorID=9706
www.parentleadership.com
http://www.holyheroes.com/
http://www.mothersruleoflife.com
www.ewtn.com
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